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of poetic vision over the whole field ; and because
Mr. Browning's intelligence, on the other hand,
is masculine and courageous, moving cheerfully
on the solid earth of an articulate and defined
conviction, and careful not to omit realities from
the conception of the great drama, merely for
being unsightly to the too fastidious eye, or
jarring in the ear, or too bitterly perplexing to
faith or understanding. It Is this resolute feel-
Ing after and grip of fact which is at the root of
his distinguishing fruitfulness of thought, and it
is exuberance of thought, spontaneous, well-
marked, and sapid, that keeps him out of poetical
preaching, on the one hand, and mere making of
music, on the other. Regret as we may the
fantastic rudeness and unscrupulous barbarisms
into which Mr. Browning's art too often falls, and
find what fault we may with his method, let us
ever remember how much he has to say, and how
effectively he communicates the shock of new
thought which was first imparted to him. by the
vivid conception of a large and far-reaching story.
The value of the thought, indeed, is not to be
measured by poetic tests; but still the thought
has poetic value, too, for it is this which has